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- Capacity Building. The key for a better implementation 
of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention -

Background Information

The Category 2 Institutes and Centres under the auspices of UNESCO are 
institutions that contribute to the implementation of UNESCO priorities and 
programmes, as well as global development agendas, through international 
and regional cooperation, knowledge production, policy advice and 
capacity-building (The 2019 Strategy for Category 2 Institutes and Centres 
under the auspices of UNESCO).

While Category 2 Centres can be general or be specialized in a particular 
topic, as well as have regional or international scope, all are involved to some 
extent with capacity-building. Capacity-building is linked to all activities 
related to World Heritage.

The UNESCO’s “World Heritage Capacity-Building Strategy” (2011) has 
noted that Category 2 Centres have a fundamental role in achieving better 
implementation of the 1972 Convention through capacity-building, which 
is key to driving the success of the others Strategic Objectives: credibility, 
conservation, communication and communities.

Furthermore, at the 8th Annual Coordination Meeting of the UNESCO 
World Heritage-Related Category 2 Centres, which was held in Korea in 
2023, through the Declaration of Cooperation and Solidarity among the 
UNESCO World Heritage-related Category 2 Centres (Sejong Declaration), 
capacity building was considered a common objective among Category 2 
Centres.

Concept Note
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Therefore, considering the enormous challenges World Heritage faces 
today, especially in terms of management, conservation and sustainable 
development, and aiming to continue strengthening ties between Category 
2 Centres related to World Heritage, the Regional World Heritage Institute in 
Zacatecas (RWHIZ) proposes to hold the 9th Annual Coordination Meeting 
of the UNESCO World Heritage-Related Category 2 Centres in 2025 in 
Zacatecas City, Mexico, with the theme: Capacity Building. The key for a 
better implementation of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention.

Objectives of the Meeting

The main objective of the meeting is to continue strengthening ties of 
cooperation and understanding between the Category 2 Centres related 
to World Heritage, through the exchange of experiences and perspectives.
 The meeting will also aim to carry out a preliminary self-assessment 
exercise of the 昀椀rst results of the wishes expressed in the Sejong Declaration, 
both in the activities carried out by Category 2 Centres, from the second half 
of 2023 to the 昀椀rst quarter of 2025, as in their dynamics with the UNESCO 
World Heritage Committee.
 The meeting will also serve to re昀氀ect on the experiences, achievements 
and pending issues of the Category 2 Centres regarding the linking of their 
activities with the UNESCO’s World Heritage Capacity-Building Strategy, on 
the eve of its 14th anniversary and its probable update in the 47th session 
of the World Heritage Committee in 2025.

The Expected Results

• Con昀椀rm the commitment to cooperation and solidarity between C2Cs     
related to World Heritage;

• Evaluate the 昀椀rst results of the Sejong Declaration and de昀椀ne the next 
actions to continue strengthening cooperation between C2Cs;

• Analyze the contributions of C2Cs to the UNESCO World Heritage 
Capacity-Building Strategy.
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